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1 Introduction
This profile seeks to capture the socio-economic context of Bushbuckridge Local
Municipality (BLM) in the Mpumalanga Province.
The socio-economic data in this profile is based primarily on data available from Census
2011 and from data compiled and presented by the Economic Analysis Unit in the
Mpumalanga Department of Economic Development, using for example, the December
2015 Socio Economic Review and Outlook Report (SERO) of the Mpumalanga Province.

2 Demography and Population Characteristics

Bushbuckridge is located in the northeastern part of South Africa. The figure below
provides a snapshot of the area

Population: 2011

QUICK STATS
541 248

Households: 2011

134 197

Regions

11

Wards

34

Population density

53 people per km2

Estimated GVA: 2014

R12 billion

District Municipality

Ehlanzeni (DC 32)

Province

Mpumalanga

2.1 Location and Characteristics

The Bushbuckridge Local Municipality (MP325) is part of the Ehlanzeni District
Municipality (DC32) situated in Mpumalanga Province. Bushbuckridge is divided into
11 regions and 32 wards. The main townships are Mkhuhlu, Bushbuckridge,
Thulamahashe and Acornhoek. The municipality is bordered to the north by Maruleng
Local Municipality in the Mopani District Municipality of Limpopo Province with
Hoedspruit being the closest centre.
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The eastern border is the Kruger National Park and the Sabie Sands reserves. To the
west lies the Drakensburg escarpment and Blyde River Canyon in Thaba Chewu Local
Municipality. The southern border is formed by Mbombela Local Municipality with
Hazyview and Nelspruit major centres.
The area comprises of a range of settlement types including tribal settlement, R293
township areas and farms. It contains substantial portions of land dedicated to formal
conservation and nature reserves - many of which are subject to land claims.
The area is characterised by the grand buttress of the Drakensberg escarpment to the
west, dropping to a gentle plain with low hills and ridges with the occasional bold
irregular ridge such as that which gives the area its name in the south central region.
Three of the seven South African biomes are found in this area: on the western
escarpment, Grassland and Forest biomes while the majority consists of the Savannah
biome extending eastwards. This vegetation is generally Mixed Lowveld Bushveld with
a small amount of Sour Lowveld Bushveld in the upper western escarpment areas. The
geological terrain is dominated by Meinhardskraal granites with a ridge of basalt
transecting the eastern third of the area.
The R40 transects the western portion of the Bushbuckridge, being a major road linkage
connecting the Greater Panorama Route to some of the popular tourist attractions
between Barberton and Hoedspruit. From end to end, travelling on the R40, the
Bushbuckrdge span is approximately 67km.
A rail line connecting Phalaborwa and Beitbridge also passes through several villages
(Acornhoek - station, Cottondale, Dingleydale, Rolle, Hokwe, Mkhuhlu - station) from
north to south which joins the east/west line in Nelspruit along the Maputo Corridor
which ultimately ends at the deep water port in Maputo, Mozambique.
There are two major airports close to Bushbuckridge, namely Eastgate Airport in
Hoedspruit, 74 km to the north and Kruger Mpumalanga International Airport 76 km
south. Skukuza in the Kruger National Park also has an airport 76km away.

2.2 Historical Context
The Municipality has a history of recurrent organisational upheaval and change over the
years through the various demarcation exercises. These major transitions have a
negative effect on the capacity to deliver services as staff, responsibilities and levels of
authority have changed continuously.
•

•

•

Pre-1994: The current Bushbuckridge Local Municipality was part of two former
homeland areas – in the west, Gazankulu, which consisted primarily of Xitsonga
/Shangane speakers and in the west, Lebowa which was primarily Sipedi/Sepulana.
The governments were generally under-resourced in funds and staff with little
infrastructure being developed.
1995–2000: The area fell under Transitional Local Councils and parts of previously
proclaimed district municipalities, including portions of the Northern District
Council and the Lowveld Escarpment District.
2000–2005: Bohlabela District Municipality was established. The municipality
encompassed the Bushbuckridge Local Municipality, the Maruleng Local
Municipality and the District Management Area (DMA) the Kruger National Park.
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The district forms part of the Limpopo and Mpumalanga provinces as a cross-border
local council (CBLC), however for most intents and purposes is was considered part
of Limpopo Province during this period.
• 2006–present: The Bohlabela DM entity was disestablished, Bushbuckridge became
part of the Ehlanzeni District Municipality in Mpumalanga Province, along with
Local Municipalities: Thaba Chweu, Mbombela, Umjindi, Nkomazi, and DMA
Ehlanzeni (consisting of the southern portion of the Kruger National Park).
Figure 1 - Former Homeland Areas (Source - AGIS)

2.3 Population
Table 1 - Demographic Indicators (Stats SA)

DEMOGRAPHIC
INDICATORS

Stats SA Census
2001

Stats SA Census
2011

Estimated
population figure
2015

Population number

500 128

541 248

558 628

Number of
households

108 500

134 197

146 106

Area size – (km2)

10 256

Population per km2

53

Bushbuckridge Local Municipality still has the second highest population in
Mpumalanga Province (after Mbombela – 558 794). According to Stats SA (2011
Census), 541 248 people were recorded in 2011 which was 32.1% of Ehlanzeni's
population.
The population grew by only 8.2% between 2001 and 2011 and the average population
growth rate was measured at only 0.8% per annum.
5
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The estimated population in 2015 is 558 628 and the population number in 2030 is
estimated at 628 920 people when given the historic population growth per annum.
99.5% of the population is classified as Africans with females accounting for 54.5% and
males 45.5% of the population. Youth of up to 34 years old make up 74% of BLM’s
population.
There are 134 197 households (StatsSA 2011) in the municipality (4.0 people per
household) and of these, 53.3% are female headed households and 2% are child headed
(10 – 17 years) households.
Despite its classification as “rural” in the 2001 Census, the population density in
Bushbuckridge was the highest of the municipalities in Ehlanzeni District and stood at
197 persons per km2.
In the 2011 Census, the population per km2 is recorded as 53 – this signifies a marked
decrease in the locality’s population density which may signify a high level of
outmigration as a result of residents seeking employment elsewhere.
As the population’s place of residence is defined by where they spend four nights per
week, workers who return on weekends to Bushbuckridge would not be counted as part
of the local population. (This could also partly explain higher incidences of HIV/AIDS in
the area as unhealthy workers return home to be cared for.)
The population is generally spread over 131 towns, suburbs and villages but is
concentrated around increasingly urbanised centres.
Figure 2 - Population sex and age distribution - Census 2011
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Table 2 - Areas of the highest population - top 5 (Census 2011)

Name
Mkhuhlu
Acornhoek
Hlanganani
Mafemani
Thulamahashe

Population
35 864
33 529
21 506
20 389
13 333

Area (km2)
21.55
38
19.04
21.72
10.5

2.4 Language and Population Group
The home language spoken by most people in Bushbuckridge is Xitsonga (Shangane),
followed by Sepedi. The language composition of BLM reflects more closely to the
demographics of Limpopo than of Mpumalanga with its greater influence of Nguni
languages (Zulu, Xhosa, Swazi, Ndebele).
The distribution of home language across the region, as illustrated in the table below
(Census 2011), closely resembles the borders of the former homeland, revealing strong
cultural and traditional links in the rural areas and also pointing to limited exposure to
other languages in schools. The predominance of multiple home languages in the
urbanised centres reflects increasing integration and mobility of a cosmopolitan
population.
Table 3 - First Language Distribution

First language

People

Percentage

Xitsonga

307192

56.88%

Sepedi

132412

24.52%

SiSwati

42300

7.83%

Sesotho

29275

5.42%

isiZulu

17923

3.32%

English

3665

0.68%

Other

2303

0.43%

Setswana

1364

0.25%

Afrikaans

961

0.18%

Tshivenda

815

0.15%

Sign language

683

0.13%

isiXhosa

614

0.11%

isiNdebele

605

0.11%

3 Education

Education is not only an extremely important contributor to human development but
also a contributor to growth in per capita incomes both for the individuals and society.
There are numerous advantages to an educated population, such as its role in increased
7
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health of society, gender equality, employment opportunities, the ability to absorb
technological changes and reduced population growth.
Education is a provincial and national competency and local government does not have
a role to play in the delivery of education apart from the provision of municipal services
and facilities to schools. It has been suggested that a greater degree of district
management would be more effective than provincial management, due to the enormity
and complexity of the task (The Presidency, 2010. Governance Report for Ehlanzeni
District).
The “extreme need” experienced by the Bushbuckridge Local Municipality in terms of
school facilities was recognised by the Premier of Mpumalanga in his 2016 State of the
Province Address (SOPA) when he committed the Provincial government to an
allocation of R200 million towards the eradication of unsafe school structures in
Bushbuckridge Local Municipality. This investment is set to target six schools in the
2016/17 financial year. These schools are:
•
Aplose Chiloane School in Newline village
•
Mapalane primary school in Acornhoek
•
Matlolane primary school in Motibidi
•
Relane primary school in gaRelane
•
Sekhukhusa secondary school in Shatale, and
•
Serisha secondary school in Shatate.
Serious problems are still reported in schools and include overcrowding, poor
infrastructure, poor teaching skills and the “casual” attitudes of educators and learners,
which contribute to poor academic results. Despite these challenges, the Bushbuckridge
Local Municipality has shown marked improvement in its Senior Certificate pass rate,
which has improved from 49.5% in 2001 to 76% in 2015.
Despite the improvement in the matric pass rate, Bushbuckridge Local Municipality
registered a low degree/university admission rate at 18.6%. The low level of tertiary
education among the population of Bushbuckridge means there are fewer graduates
and technically skilled people ready to take up work opportunities presented by a large
government infrastructure-spending programme (for example).
Table 4 - Bushbuckridge Education Indicators

EDUCATION INDICATORS

Census

IHS Global
Insight
2014

2001

2011

Population 20+ with no schooling (%) 39.4%

18.6%

15.1%

Population 20+ with post matric
qualification (%)

6.1%

7.7%

6.9%

Functional literacy rate (%)

46.4%

74.0%

78.3%
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4 Poverty and Social Indicators
Poverty refers to a lack of resources to meet basic human needs. Poverty must be seen,
“…in a broader perspective than merely the extent of low income or low expenditure in the
country. It is seen here as the denial of opportunities and choices most basic to human
development to lead a long, healthy, creative life and to enjoy a decent standard of living,
freedom, dignity, self-esteem and respect from others.” (Statistics South Africa, 2000: 54)

4.1 Inequality and Poverty
The National Development Plan (NDP) sets a target that the poorest 40 per cent of
households in South Africa must earn at least 10 per cent of total income by 2030. In
2014, Ehlanzeni registered the highest share of income by the poorest 40 per cent (7.9
per cent) in Mpumalanga, whereas the poorest 40 per cent in Nkangala and Gert
Sibande reached shares of 7.3 per cent and 7.5 per cent, respectively. (SERO, 2015)
Table 5 - Share of income earned by the poorest 40% - South Africa, Mpumalanga and Districts (1996 - 2014)
– source: IHS Global Insight – ReX, October 2015

Region
South Africa
Mpumalanga
Gert Sibande
Nkangala
Ehlanzeni

1996
7.7%
8.9%
8.7%
8.4%
9.6%

1999
6.2%
7.5%
7.3%
7.2%
7.9%

2004
6.2%
7.1 %
6.8%
7.2%
7.7%

2009
6.7%
7.5%
7.2%
7.5%
8.2%

2014
6.6%
7.6%
7.5%
7.3%
7.9%

The proportion of income earned by the bottom/poorest 40% of households in BLM in
2014 was 10.3%. Whilst this is higher than the NDP target of 10% it also represents a
deterioration from the 2011 figure of 11.2%.
Table 6 - Income Inequality (SERO - 2015)
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The number of people living below the lower bound poverty line has decreased
(improved) from 289 813 in 2011 to 269 475 in 2014, but this is still the worst
performance across local municipalities.

4.2 BLM Human Development Index
The Human development index (HDI) is a composite, relative index that attempts to
quantify the extent of human development of a community. It is based on measures of
life expectancy, literacy and income. According to the United Nations, the HDI is
considered high when it is 0.8 and higher, medium when it ranges between 0.5 to 0.8
and an index value of 0.5 and lower will be considered as a low rating (SERO 2015).
Table 7 - Human Development Index (SERO - 2015)

BLM’s HDI improved from an index score of 0.49 in 2011 to 0.53 in 2014 – fourth lowest
in the Province

4.3 BLM Average Household Income
According to Census 2011, the average annual household income for all households in
South Africa increased from R48,385 per annum in 2001 to R103,204 per annum
(R8,600 per month) in 2011.
• Average household income in Mpumalanga increased from R31,186 per annum in
2001 to R77,609 per annum (R6,467 per month) in 2011.
• BLM’s average household income improved from R17,041 in 2001 to R36,569 in
2011. It is, however, ranked worst among the municipal areas in the Province.
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Table 8 - Average Household Income (Census 2011)

Table 9 - Bushbuckridge Household income (Census 2011)

Income
None income
R1 - R4,800

Percentage
17%
9%

R4,801 - R9,600
R9,601 - R19,600
R19,601 - R38,200

15,1%
22,3%
19,1%

R38,201 - R76,4000
R76,401 - R153,800
R153,801 - R307,600
R307,601 - R614,400

8,2%
4,9%
3%
1,1%

R614,001 - R1,228,800
R1,228,801 - R2,457,600
R2,457,601+

0,2%
0,1%
0,1%

4.4 Ownership of Household Goods
The ownership levels of certain household goods provides further insight into the living
standards of a population. These indicators can also be used as a measure of electricity
connections and to correlate levels of household income.
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Figure 3 - Household Goods (EAU, 2016)

4.5 Employment

BLM had the highest unemployment rate of 52.1% (strict definition) among the 18
municipal areas in 2011 i.e. 67 152 unemployed as a percentage of the EAP of 128 861.
The unemployment rate for females was 56.2% and for males 47.2%. According to
Census 2011, the youth unemployment rate was 64.6%. Of the employed population,
67% were engaged in formal employment and 19% in informal employment.
The number of unemployed youth is a major cause for concern in the Province and
BLM’s youth continue to face poor quality education and poor job prospects. Unless
there can be strategic intervention into the education and job markets, Bushbuckridge
faces a downward cycle of under development and a growing proportion of
discontented youth.
Table 10 - BLM Labour Indicators (Census 2011)

LABOUR INDICATORS

Census
2001

Working age population (15288 574
64)
Economically Active
Population (EAP)/Labour
103 530
Force

Census
2011

IHS Global
Insight
2014

312 224
128 861

Number of employed

38 684

61 710

Number of unemployed

64 846

67 152

Unemployment rate (%)

62.6%

52.1%

47.5%
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4.6 Employment by Industry

The labour employment figures by industry (2007) reflect the dependence of the
economy on government spending.
Figure 4 - BLM Labour Force by Industry (BLM LED Strategy – 2011)

Bushbuckridge LM 2007

Agriculture; hunting; forestry and pishing
Mining and quarrying

1%

Manufacturing

6%
Electricity; gas and water supply

22%

13%
1%
4%

Construction
Wholesale and retail trade
Transport; storage and communication

9%
14%

Financial; insurance; real estate and business
services
Community; social and personal services

22%

5%

3%

Other and not adequately depined
Unspecipied

Bushbuckridge shows a significantly higher rate of wholesale and retail trade
employment over the province, a by-product of the high levels of government spending
on social grants, employment and infrastructure development.
There are a number of new shopping centre developments that have been built and
others planned that aim to capture this spending. Although not the ideal to build
economic reliance on external government flows, the inflow is relatively recession proof
compared to other sectors such as financial services and tourism related activities. This
will in turn create more investment and more employment in this sector leading to
higher retentions of government spending in the local economy.

4.7 Social Grants
Social grants are an important tool in combating dire poverty and while abuses have
occurred, grants have brought relief to millions of people in desperate need. Social
grants contribute towards household livelihoods aimed at specific target groups. The
table below shows the number of people receiving grants in the Ehlanzeni District.
Bushbuckridge receives more grants than any other municipality in the district which is
also indicative of the need in the area.
Foster care and grant in aid from Bushbuckridge local municipality make up a larger
share of the total social grants in the District than all the other local municipalities. In
fact, Bushbuckridge has more people receiving social grants in care dependency, child
support, disability and old age. (SALGA, 2014) than any other municipality in the
District.
13
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Figure 5 - Ehlanzeni District Municipality - Percentage Share of Social Grants per person (SALGA EDM Profile,
2014)

5 Economic Performance Indicators
Table 11 - BLM Economic Indicators

ECONOMIC INDICATORS

Historic
1996-2014

Forecast
2014-2019

GDP growth (%)

0.5%

2.1%

2001
Contribution to Mpumalanga
GVA (%)

4.8%

2011
4.0

2014
4.1%

5.1 GDP Growth
Apart from a big jump in growth from 1995 to 1997, the economy of Bushbuckridge has
slowly grown along at about 0.5% per annum from 1996 to 2014. It is, however,
expected to record an improved GDP growth rate of 2.1% per annum over the 2014 –
2019 period (SERO, 2015).

5.2 Gross Value Added (GVA)

Gross Value Added (GVA) measures the contribution made by each individual sector to
the economy for a specific area. GVA can also be stated GVA= GDP-(taxes on products +
subsidies on products).
The following table provides a comparative summary of the GVA per local municipality
within the Ehlanzeni District:
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Table 12 - Contributions by Local Municipalities to Ehlanzeni Industries (GVA constant 2005 prices)

The leading industries in terms of contribution to the BLM economy in 2013 are
community services (35.6%), finance (16.4%) and trade (20.1%).
Figure 6 - Bushbuckridge GVA per Sector – 2013

Community
services
35,6%

2013

Mining 1,6%

Agriculture
3,0%

Manufacturing
4,2%

Utilities 8,0%

Construction
4,9%

Trade 20,1%

Finance 16,4%

Transport
6,2%

The highest contributor to GVA for the Bushbuckridge region comes from Community
Services, previously labelled “Public Services and Administration”, and at 35.6%, this
reflects the reliance of the local economy on public spending.
The second highest contributor is the Trade sector (formerly Services and Retail) at
20.1%. This is a sector that is reliant on the continued government spending in the form
of salaries and wages, social security grants and infrastructure development trickle
down effects.
15
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6 Competitive and Comparative Advantage
Comparative advantage refers to what a region is most efficient at producing, providing
or delivering. The comparative advantage is a self-assessment, asking the question –
what could we do most efficiently given available resources?
Given Bushbuckridge’s abundance of natural resources, the obvious comparative
advantage is to develop and utilise the agricultural and tourism resources.
Competitive advantage is being able to achieve and sustain production of goods and
services at lower cost and/or yielding greater benefit than that offered by our
competitors.
Bushbuckridge would be competing against neighbours for a share of tourism revenue,
but at the same time gaining an advantage from their proximity. The abundance of
cultural heritage in Bushbuckridge is an advantage in the eco-tourism market.

7 Structural Shifts and Dynamics of the Local Economy
Many factors can influence structural shifts in the economy, such as the introduction of
a new technology, an increasing urbanisation of population, an increase in educational
levels, revolution and war. The factors that seem most at work in the Bushbuckridge
economy are the large amount of government spending and the rapid urbanisation of
the population.
Economies generally emerge from primary sector driven (agriculture, mining and
natural resources) to secondary (manufacturing and value adding to primary products)
and then tertiary (services sector including financial, telecoms and IT). In
Bushbuckridge however the economy is primarily being driven by public sector
spending, which is heating up the retail and services sector. As long as the funds are
flowing, these sectors will grow and are creating something of a momentum.
The question to be asked in planning a strategy for local economic development in the
region is: which sectors of the economy should be prioritised to support economic growth?
Can we rely on the public sector funding of the economy as a basis for sustainable
economic growth?
Most available quantitative data suggests that general government services represent
the greatest potential for job creation. However the tourism and agriculture sectors tend
to offer the best opportunities for growth in the region when assessed qualitatively.
Table 13 - Tourism Indicators

2001

2011

2014

Number of tourist trips

235 795

145 968

148 355

Bed nights

1 007 572

719 784

848 670

Total spent (R million current prices)

R1 107.6

R1 979.7

R2 827.8

Total spent as a % of GDP (current
prices)

30.6%

22.1%

23.6%

Tourism Indicators
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Whilst there has been a decrease in the number of tourist trips, total tourism spend in
the area continues on an increasing trend and accounts for 23.6% of BLM’s GDP.
Bushbuckridge is literally surrounded by high potential tourist attractions. With the
Kruger National Park, Sabi Sands and Mala Mala private parks to the east, Blyde River
Canyon Nature Reserve, the potholes at Bourkes Luck, the Mac Mac Falls and various
others to the west, Hazyview and White River to the south. To the north, the private
game reserves of the Timbavati ,Balule, the cheetah rehabilitation centre at Kapama, the
Aventura resort of Swadini and Blydepoort Dam.
Within Bushbuckridge are also potentially high value tourist attractions such as the
following:
• Inyaka Dam with its potential for water based tourism, up-market residential estates
and golf course.
• The Bushbuckridge Nature Reserve that could link up with the Inyaka Dam to create
a larger biosphere.
• The game reserves of Manyeleti and Andover in the north.
• The numerous cultural tourism attractions that can be established in between.
This means that Bushbuckridge can benefit through employment and small-scale
enterprise opportunities in the surrounding tourist attractions as well as develop its
own base for attracting tourists.
The tourism sector thus demonstrates good potential for growth and the area has an
added advantage in terms of cultural, historical and eco-tourism related attractions that
have not been adequately leveraged.
The agriculture sector in Mpumalanga currently contributes 3.0% to Mpumalanga’s
economy and has not escaped the national negative growth trend. The contribution
grew by 2.1% in 2013 and by 2.9% between 1995 and 2013.
Qualitative evidence would however suggest that this sector remains critical to the
economy of BLM by virtue of the following:
• The agricultural sector has historically been a large contributor to GDP in the region
• There are many opportunities to resuscitate abandoned projects
• Agriculture offers broad employment creation and an inflow of capital to the area
with linkages to other sectors

8 Environmental Sustainability

The Environmental Resource Sustainability Index indicates the vulnerability of sensitive
eco-systems to over exploitation by a high human population pressures. The map below
indicates the vulnerable environmental resources, highlighting Bushbuckridge as a
highly vulnerable area.
In the east, some of the sensitive environmental areas are due to its close proximity to
the biodiverse Kruger National Park and high value tourism sites in the Sabi Sands. The
increasingly low volumes of water passing through the normally perennial Sand river in
particular have been a major concern for ecologists.
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Much of the reduction in stream flow is as a result of unmaintained irrigation canals
leading off the river. It is highly probable that a major refurbishment of the canal
systems would improve farmers’ livelihoods and yield a return to the ecological reserve
in the river catchment.
Figure 7 - Environmental Resource Sensitivity Index Map

The western boundary of the municipality meets the Blyde River Nature Reserve on the
Northern Drakensberg escarpment. The sensitive grassland biome is considered one of
the most threatened and one of the most rare found in the country which is threatened
by overgrazing, invasive aliens, forestry and human settlement.
Figure 8 - Kruger to Canyon Biosphere

In 2001, the Kruger to Canyon (K2C) was registered with UNESCO (United Nations
Education, Scientific, and Cultural Organisation) as a biosphere reserve.
“Biosphere Reserves are designated regions throughout the world where internationally
important ecosystems and protected areas lie adjacent to human settlements, and are
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established to promote solutions to reconcile the conservation of biodiversity and its
sustainable use.” www.KrugertoCanyon.com

9 Innovative Capacity and R&D

The distribution of innovation and experimentation activities which are made up of
research and development and the application of novel technologies to production
processes are largely concentrated in the metropolitan areas. These are typically places
in which universities and research institutions are located or where major mining and
manufacturing activities are taking place. In Bushbuckridge, there are often researchers
working in the field with communities, however their interactions are normally a
temporary assignment and more often relating to social or environmental research
rather than innovation of new products.
There are numerous agricultural research institutions in the Ehlanzeni District such as
ARC-ISTC (Agricultural Research Council - Institute for Tropical and Subtropical Crops)
which does research and crop development on mangoes, litchis, citrus, papaya, guavas
and avocados among others. The Citrus Growers Association has their Citrus Research
International and the former Lowveld Agricultural College (now University of
Mpumalanga) is also located in Nelspruit. There is also South African Sugar Research
Institute in Malelane.
These are institutions which are able to assist an emerging commercial agricultural
sector in Bushbuckridge and so their proximity is an advantage to the region.

10 Firm Agglomeration: Clusters & Networks

Firm agglomeration brings economies of scale and even in competing businesses can
benefit producers by attracting more customers for a greater selection and for price
competition. The clustering of firms will also attract more suppliers who will compete
for the business. Transaction costs decrease due to greater efficiencies of supply and the
savings result in better consumer prices.
In Bushbuckridge the consumer is becoming more mobile due to improved roads which
allows more public transport and competing taxi transport. Consumers are also better
informed, having radio and newspaper advertising informing them of prices and shops
in their vicinity. This results in the trading stores buried deep in the rural areas losing
their competitive advantage as consumers bypass them to obtain cheaper products in
larger centres.
The evidence of agglomeration are:
• Twin City development in Bushbuckridge and Bushbuckridge Shopping Complex
• The Acornhoek Shopping Complex
• Thulamahashe Shopping Complex
• Mkhuhlu Shopping Centre.
The occurrence of agglomeration and clustering of businesses is central to the growth in
size and population of cities.
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11 Infrastructure
11.1 Roads
According to the BLM 2010 Spatial Development Framework, Bushbuckridge Local
Municipality’s roads are “characterised by poor gravel roads with unclearly defined
road network links due to the poor condition of the roads. The major road network
comprises routes R40 and a loop road formed by district routes, including the D3930,
D4358, R536 and D3974 (see Figure 22a). The R40 and the loop road carry the majority
of regional traffic. The R40 is effectively the main link between Mbombela and
Phalaborwa in the south and north respectively. These two corridors/ routes are
supported by a network of District and Local roads.
The main road network as described is tarred except for the portion from Agincourt
south and back east towards the R40 (past Mkhuhlu), namely the D3969, D4358 and
D3974. Also, the remainder of the internal network (local and district routes) is gravel.
The entire road network has limited storm water drainage infrastructure and poor
maintenance, resulting in some tarred roads being destroyed by incidences of rain”.

11.2 Healthcare
Table 14 - BLM Health Care Facilities

BLM PUBLIC HEALTH FACILITIES

2013

Number of clinics

36

Number of community health centres
(CHC)

3

Number of hospitals

3

There are three hospitals in the municipality: Tintswalo hospital, Matikwana hospital
and Mapulaneng hospital (including the Mapulaneng SAIMR Laboratory). In addition,
there are three community health centres, 36 operational clinics and 5 mobile clinics.
There are also 2 ARV treatment centres and 1 private ARV clinic.

11.3 Safety and Security

There are four main police stations at Thulamahashe, Maviljan, Mkhuhlu and
Acornhoek. Six satellite offices are located at Marite, Shatale, Dwarsloop. Lillydale,
Casteel and Hluvukani. The magistrate’s court services the area by circuit court in
Thulamahashe, Bushbuckridge, Mkhuhlu and Acornhoek.

11.4 Central Business Districts
11.4.1 Acornhoek
Located on the R40 which connects Phalabowa to Nelspruit and R531 which connects
the R40 to Orpen Gate in the Kruger National Park, Acornhoek experiences a high
growth retail sector in both the formal and informal markets. A number of national
retail chain stores have outlets. There are clay deposits close to Acornhoek which are
suitable for commercial brick manufacture. Acornhoek regional government offices are
located here.
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11.4.2 Thulamahashe
A well-developed area with shopping complexes and commercial activity,
Thulamahashe is easily accessed from Dwarsloop by tar road. There are irrigation
schemes close to it offering opportunities for agri-processing, informal as well as formal
trading.
11.4.3 Agincourt
Low commercial activity occurs in this area with low earning consumers who are
mobile to travel to larger centres for shopping needs. Regional government offices are
located here as well as a health centre and clinic.
11.4.4 Lillydale
No shopping complexes exist but some small traders and grocers and informal markets
are the norm. Close proximity to Sabi Sands Game Reserve and Inyati Lodge, which
employs some of the residents. Low consumer buying power. Regional government
offices are located here.
11.4.5 Mkhuhlu
This is a main development node with commercial shopping complexes and dormant
industrial facilities that were operated under the old homeland dispensation. The town
is located on the busy Kruger Gate road to the Kruger National Park and so has potential
for tourism related activities. It is located in a high potential agricultural area with good
soils and high water availability. Regional government offices are located here.
11.4.6 Marite
Marite is near the R40 and so has good access to transportation. There is small-scale
manufacturing, retail and agri-businesses. The settlement is well supplied with water
and electricity. Regional government offices also located here.
11.4.7 Bushbuckridge
Located on the R40, this is a hub of commercial activity. Two shopping centres operate
here, Twin City and Bushbuckridge Shopping Centre as well as numerous smaller
shopping and office complexes. National retailers and financial institutions have
premises here. It is the centre for the municipality and numerous other government
departments. The road infrastructure has undergone a major upgrade and there are
plans for CBD upgrade.
11.4.8 Dwarsloop
There is a large retail complex in Dwarsloop and numerous smaller shops and traders.
There is currently infrastructure upgrade and the supply of bulk water from Inyaka dam
being undertaken. Dwarsloop is a sought after residential area which is rapidly
expanding.
11.4.9 Casteel
Good transport access exists because of its proximity to the R40. There are no banking
services and not many large-scale commercial activities. There are many informal
traders. Also the area experienced a construction boom through the building of RDP
housing. The area experiences relatively high crime.
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12 Human Settlement
Human settlement means “…holistically developing communities by addressing their
needs, whether it is education, health, culture, welfare, recreation or nutrition.”
(Minister for Human Settlements Tokyo Sexwale, 2009)

12.1 Housing

People in Bushbuckridge experienced significant improvements in their housing needs
between 2001 and 2007. Proportionally, residents of Bushbuckridge are in the highest
echelon of people in the country who live in a solid separate house (95.9% or 128 670
households).
Figure 9 - BLM Housing Baseline (BBR Led Strategy - 2011)

Traditional
dwelling 2,7%

Informal dwelling
1,2%

Other (tents &
caravans) 0,2%

Formal dwelling
95,9%

12.2 Sanitation
According to Census 2011, in BLM 9.1% (12 203) of the households had flush/chemical
toilets. 11.1% of the households (14 918) had pit latrines with ventilation (VIP) and
66% of households (88 546) had non-ventilated pit latrines. 16 966 households
(12.6%) had no toilets.
Figure 10 - BLM Sanitation Baseline (BBR LED Strategy - 2011)

Bucket toilet
0,5%

Other 0,7%

None 12.6%
Flush/chemical
9,1%

Pit toilet without
ventilation
66,0%

Pit toilet with
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12.3 Electricity

Census 2011 put the percentage of households in BLM with access to electricity for
lighting at 93.9% i.e. 126 047 households.

12.4 Water
The Census 2011 baseline figures state the following with respect to access to piped
water in BLM:
• Piped water in a dwelling or yard 41.4% - 55 587 households.
• Piped water on a communal stand 37.6% - 50 485 households.
• No access to piped water 21.0% - 28 124 households
Figure 11 - BLM Piped Water Baseline (BBR LED Strategy - 2011)

No access to
piped (tap)
water, 21,0%

Piped (tap) water
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Piped (tap) water
on a communal
stand, 37,6%

13 Social Capital and Community Life

Social capital is that part of human resources determined by the relationships people
have with others. These relationships may be between family members, friends,
workers, communities and organizations. They can be defined by their purpose and
qualities such as trust, closeness, strength, flexibility.
Social capital is important because of its intrinsic value. This is because it increases
well-being, facilitates the generation of other capital and serves to generate the
framework of society in general; with its cultural, religious, political and other norms of
behaviour.
Social capital can result in the formalising of regulations or laws that extend to how we
conduct ourselves in business, in public and between one another, aiming to match
personal freedoms with personal responsibilities and collaborating to mutual benefit.
Social capital can be seen in the flow of information and knowledge from one generation
to another. It can produce seed exchange strategies between households, or stokvel
societies as part of a safety net or savings scheme.
Social and environmental strategies are just as important as economic strategies in
ensuring long run sustainability. Thus, society and the environment must be considered
a part of, rather than apart from, the whole that is to be managed.
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Some of the forms of social capital that have been recorded in Limpopo Province
include:
• Where family members are entrusted with responsibilities for the home.
• The cashless barter and trade that will occur between traders.
• The co-operation of people in an agricultural scheme, sometimes resulting in the
formalising of a co-operative or other legal entity.
• The participation in saving and lending schemes such as stokvel.
• Groups of women working together for protection and to prevent discrimination.
It is hard to quantify the extent of social capital in a community, however normally the
more established the community is the greater the degree of social capital. Traditional
authorities and strong cultural norms are also a significant factor in social capital
formation.

14 Definitions
•

•

•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

Household: a household consists of a single person or a group of people who live
together for at least four nights a week, who eat from the same pot and who share
resources.
Hostel: a hostel is a communal living area for workers, provided by a public
organisation such as a local authority, or a private organisation, such as a mining
company. These included residential dormitories and similar structures established
for migrant workers during the apartheid era, and they continue to house people
working in certain industries, such as the mining industry.
Institutions: institutions are communal temporary, semi-permanent or living
arrangements for people in special circumstances, for example prisons, police cells,
school boarding facilities, homes for the aged or the disabled, hotels and hospitals.
The working age population includes all those aged between 15 and 65 years.
The economically active population consists of both those who are employed and
those who are unemployed. The terms supply of labour and the labour force are
used as synonyms for the economically active population.
Labour market status refers to whether or not a person is in or out of the labour
market, i.e. whether or not he or she is economically active.
The employed are those who performed work for pay, profit or family gain at the
time of the census or who were absent from work, but did have some form of work
for pay, profit or family gain.
The unemployed (expanded definition) are those who did not work at the time of the
census, but were looking for work.
The people who are out of the labour market or who are not economically active are
those in the age category 15 to 65 years who are not available for work. This
category includes full-time scholars and students, full-time homemakers, those who
are retired, and those who are unable or unwilling to work.
The labour force participation rate is calculated as the percentage of the working age
population which is economically active (the employed and the unemployed).
The labour absorption rate is calculated as the percentage of the working age
population which is employed.
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